
 
 
 

Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 
February 11, 2020 

 
Members Present: 
Karen Pfendler, Shannon Waterfield, Sachi Kubo, Chris Nelson, Alan Lougee, Shelly Murphy, 
Darius Tandon, Sasha Mayoras, Elaine Frei, Steve Nichols 
 
Members Absent:  
Ed Sokolofski 
 
Others Present: 
Barb Guttman, Jim Rowoldt 
 
President Karen Pfendler called the meeting to order 7:07PM. A quorum was present. 
 
Shannon read December 10th minutes. Minutes were not approved. Comments on the minutes 
will be sent to Shannon who will forward them to the new Secretary.  
 
Conflict of Interest Forms were distributed and discussed. Item #8 on the Appendix B Conflict of 
Interest Policy should be checked “yes” because of the pending lawsuit against the OTTA. 
 
Jim Rowoldt mentioned a letter he had sent to the OTTA Board in January 2020 and asked for 
the letter to be entered into the meeting minutes. President Pfendler indicated it could not be 
admitted into the minutes until she conferred with the OTTA’s lawyers.  
 

Sasha mentioned her frustration with not allowing Jim to engage in conversation with the 
Board about the letter he sent in January. 

 
President Pfendler asked for the Board to approve the formation of the 2020 Working 
Committees and respective Chairperson (see below). Alan made motion to approve, Shannon 
seconded. Vote was unanimous.  
 
 Art Fair:    Sasha Mayoras, w/Shelly Murphy as Vice Chair 
 Community Relations:   Darius Tandon 
 Events Committee:   Elaine Frei 
 Finance Committee:   Ed Sokolofski 
 Grants:    Steve Nichols 
 HD/PZ:    Karen Pfendler 
 Membership/Communications: Sachi Kubo and Chris Nelson (Co-Chairs) 
 Neighborhood Improvement:  Shannon Waterfield 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
 Art Fair: 

--Most sponsors are lined up  
--First Sight: Auction item donations have been coming in. Possible ways of boosting 
membership at the First Sight event are being discussed. The Board discussed that it 



would be beneficial to highlight examples of what OTTA does at First Sight (e.g., brick 
program, grant program) 
 
Events:  
--No formal presentation was made by the Events chair  
--Discussion of Member meeting: The Board was pleased with the turnout. Discussion 
ensued about the extent to which committee reports have been sent to members in past 
years. Karen will ask Barb to end fiscal year financials to members.  
 

New Business: 
 
--Darius presented on LaSalle Language Academy’s potential use of their newly turfed field for 
morning soccer practice by the Lincoln Park High School girls’ soccer team. The Board agreed it 
was appropriate for Darius to make a statement at the January 12, 2020 Local School Council 
(LSC) meeting making the following points: 1) asking the LSC to communicate with the Board 
if/when there are more specific details about the planned usage, 2) strongly recommending 
working with neighbors to discuss any potential usage, and 3) reminding the LSC of statements 
that had been previously made about only having summer rentals for the field.  
 
--Discussion of David Pfendler as OTTA Archivist.  
 
--Looking for someone to take on scavenger hunt for Art Fair.  
 
--Discussion of possible additional wheelchair accessible ramp, loading zone, or hybrid loading 
zone/wheelchair accessible entrance into the OTTA. Lots of parameters and options being 
discussed but no plans at the moment. There has also been a request made to place a stop 
sign at the intersection of North Park and Menominee.  
 
--Coffee with the Commander (new Commanders) 9:30AM February 19th Wintrust Bank. Chris 
or Sachi will attend on behalf of OTTA Board. 
 
--Shannon working with Lincoln Central (neighboring Neighborhood Association) to renovate the 
Buddhist Temple “dog park”. First meeting a couple weeks ago.  
 
--February 13th is the two-year anniversary of Commander Bauer’s death. There was discussion 
about one or more Board members attending the Memorial.  
 
 
A&O Director’s Report: 
 
--Exhibitor’s Committee came in above budget/higher than last year 
 
--No show in month of February; in April there will be a new show.  
 
 
Motion to go into Executive Session at 8:33 PM. Motion by Shannon. Second from Shelly.  
 
Move to Adjourn Executive Session at 9:27 PM. Motion by Chris. Second from Steve.  
 
Move to Adjourn Meeting at 9:27PM. Motion by Shelley. Second from Chris. 
 



Submitted by: 
Darius Tandon 
OTTA Secretary 
 
 

 



 


