Inspiring
outdoor art

Imagine it: a sunny day. An unhurried
afternoon with a friend. And outdoor art
festivals that feed your creativity whether
you buy or just browse. These two have
particularly beautiful settings.

Old Town Art Fair Creativity and
community outreach converge in
Chicago’s Old Town Historic District at
the 61st Old Town Art Fair, set for June
12—13. More than 50,000 people attend
this juried show (@bove), where 260
artists line the historic neighborhood’s
leafy streets. Hundreds of volunteers
work to ensure the success of the fair and
the Gallery of Gardens, a nearby home
and garden walk. There is a $7 suggested
donation, benefitting local nonprofits
(312/337-1938; oldtownartfair.com).
Cantigny Art Festival More than 150
juried artists will gather June 19-20 at
Wheaton'’s Cantigny Park (40 miles west
of the Loop). Chicago Tribune media
mogul Col. Robert R. McCormick owned
the 500-acre, wooded estate; now, it's a
public park and golf course. The artworks
are as varied as the 160,000 types of
flowering plants, shrubs and trees
blooming in 29 acres of gardens. Free;
parking is $5. 15151 Winfield Rd.
(630/668-5161; cantigny.org).
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